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PRESENTATION

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
TO THE SERVANT OF GOD MOTHER LEONIA MILITO
Most Holy Trinity Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we give you thanks for the
life of Mother Leonia. We praise you for her availability in fulfilling your
will following the footsteps of Jesus, Missionary and Redeemer. We bless
you for her love dedicated to the Church through the proclamation of the
Gospel and the works of mercy, especially to the poorest of the poor.
Father, grant us the grace to love and serve the poor and the evangelizing
mission of the Church. May the Eucharist and the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, help us to be faithful to your divine plan, living the ideal of love and
holiness to which you have called us through baptism.
Merciful Father, we ask you to glorify Mother Leonia here on earth, for
our good and good of the whole Church. Through her intercession grant us
the grace we ask you... (silently ask the grace desired). In Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

2 - MOTHER LEONIA MILITO MEMORY OF

Opuscolo Madre Leonia.indd 2-3

A JOURNEY

It is with joy that we convey to you the first booklet, called Lumen, in English. It was written to make
known the life, mission and the process of beatification and canonization of the Servant of God, Mother
Leonia Milito, Foundress of the Congregation of
the Missionary Sisters of Saint Anthony Mary
Claret, along with the first Archbishop of
Londrina, Paraná, Brazil, Msgr. Geraldo Fernandes Bijos on the 19th of March, 1958.
The purpose of the Congregation founded
by Archbishop Geraldo and Mother Leonia
is the proclamation of the Gospel and the
service of charity to our brothers and sisters
of all cultures and races, but especially the
poorest, with the motto: Kindness and Joy.
The kindness of God and the availability of the
sisters, formands and consecrated lay people,
have made this religious family thrive and expand across the five continents, by opening new horizons and perspectives of solidarity, indicating paths of hope and love.
Hope, which accompanies and impels us with the desire to see them recognized by
Church and to see the sanctity of the Servant of God, Mother Leonia, intercessor, mistress of spirituality and faithful witness of a charisma that leads to full communion with
God.
In this Lumen, entitled “Memory of a journey,” are a biographical summary and a
spiritual profile of Mother Leonia, her poems, prayers and witness of the Founder, on
the sanctity of the Servant of God. In July we are celebrating the thirtieth anniversary
of her passing to the eternal home, heaven. Let us raise a hymn of gratitude to the Lord
of life who sustains and accompanies our history and ask him, with devotion, for the
grace of the beatification of Mother Leonia, for her life offered to others and for her
intercessions to the Lord of life.
Sr. Teresa de Almeida, MC
Postulator
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MESSAGE OF THE SUPERIOR GENERAL

CHILDHOOD

We are preparing ourselves to celebrate the anniversary of the death of the Servant of God
Mother Leonia Milito. Every year on the 22nd of
July we are reminded that, besides a Foundress,
we have in Mother Leonia a “saint” who, from
heaven prays for us. With her heavenly birth, she
began her new mission, that of interceding for
her daughters and the recipients of her beloved
Congregation. But the mission of Mother Leonia
does not stop there. In addition to the Missionary
Sisters of St. Anthony Mary Claret there are also
her children in the Spirit: the members of the FEC
and ICLAM and all those who are attracted by her sanctity of life and become, in some way,
her disciples. In fact, with the “process of beatification”, Mother Leonia is known by the
people and always becomes more and more a model of a Christian way of life for everyone;
she is admired, loved and invoked by many different kinds of people: bishops, priests, sisters, lay men and women, youth and children of all races and cultures of the five continents.
Our hearts are full of gratitude and wonder for what God has done in her life; by leading
her through the way of holiness, and making of her an example of a life spent in Love and
for Love. It is not possible to look at her without being challenged to start afresh from
Christ, as his disciples and missionaries, and grow in his configuration. The action
of the Spirit which transformed the life of Mother Leonia, thanks to her openness of
heart and her generous response, that was abundant and contagious, in the life of holiness of the Servant of God; then, through her, radiating in the Church, involving and
bringing to God men and women of good will.
The process of beatification, as an event of grace, becomes a challenge for us because
it questions and encourages us to take action, guided by the Spirit of him who said:
“Without me you can do nothing” (Jn 15:5). Each one of us is invited to renew oneself
in the new life in Jesus, with the certainty that this renewal will have its concrete consequences by transforming our lives and fructifying our missionary actions.
United in the mission and redemptive ideal of the Servant of God Mother Leonia, I
greet you all.

Mother Leonia Milito was born in Sapri,
province of Salerno, Italy, on the 23rd of
June, 1913 and was baptized on the 20th
of July of the same year in the Church of
the Immaculate Conception.

Sr. Dulcinea Ribeiro de Almeida, MC
Superior General
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Her father, Gabriel Milito was a timber
merchant and her mother, Anna Maria, a
very devoted Christian who dedicated herself to domestic activities, the education
of her six children and the activities of the
Catholic Action.
During World War I, Mother Leonia’s father served his country in the north of Italy
and Maria, her civil name, went to live
with her maternal grandparents in Trecchina, a province of Potenza.
Mother Leonia wrote in her autobiography that those were difficult years for
everyone, but at the same time, she had
a happy childhood. She was a happy girl,
sensitive and approachable and loved to
go to church with her grandparents. At the
end of the war, she returned to Sapri and
joined the pre-school of the Franciscan
Sisters and before completing seven years,
she made her First Holy Communion.
MOTHER LEONIA MILITO MEMORY OF A JOURNEY - 5
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ADOLESCENCE AND YOUTH

THE FORMATIVE PERIOD

Upon finishing elementary school, she continued
her studies in learning piano and crafting. Like
any young woman of her time, she had friends,
attended the theatre, going to the beach and
helped her mother with the household chores and
taking care of her younger siblings. At the age
of sixteen, she joined the Catholic Action. During one of the retreats of the group, she heard a
phrase that determined the destiny of her whole
life. “Whoever has time must not wait for it!”

In fact, the blessings of God followed her.
On the11th of December 1935, she received her religious habit and in November of the following year, she made her
temporary profession. From her admission into the Institute, she always worked
in the field of formation of the future
young religious.

Thinking about that, the young Leonia, asked herself, what would be her
way and her goal? She heard a challenged response, which was to dedicate
her life to serve everybody and not just one family. Frightened before the
unexpected, an inner light calmed her heart and then she realized the deep
significance of religious life. She understood that the Lord was calling her to
become a religious and a missionary.
After four years of discernment, when the verse of the Gospel: “I have come
not to call the righteous, but sinners” (Mt 9:13), seemed to indicate her mission, she escaped from home and joined the Institute of the Poor Daughters of St. Anthony on
the 18th of June, 1935, in Secondigliano, Naples.
Her spiritual director sent to the Superior General, the following statement about her: “I found
in her kindness of mind, purity of custom, noble
feelings, strong religious vocation and complete
resignation to God’s will. I ask God to continue
to pour out His blessings upon this aspirant.”
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In 1938, Mother Leonia was
transferred to Naples, where
she resumed her studies and received a degree in preparatory
teaching. The official appointment as mistress of postulants
and novices occurred after her
perpetual profession, held on
the15th of May 1943.
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THE WORLD WAR II
In Naples Mother Leonia lived
a period of intense accomplishments, joy, hope and suffering.
She faced the dangers of World
War II, poverty and heroically
struggled to help the orphans, the
elderly without support and the
poor who had nothing to eat.
Besides the formative work, she begged in the streets of the city, bearing humiliation to ensure the sustenance of the needy.
Mother Leonia’s day used to start and end at the feet of Jesus in depth
and from that prolonged contact with
the Lord, she would draw strength to
give herself to others without limitation.
Her attitude towards love, prayer
and action, of equilibrium, courage,
stirred in most of the sister’s admiration, hopes and dreams. But not all of
them understood, in the same way, her
gratuity and generosity. Some of them
would judged, criticized and rejected
her way of being and acting. Mother
Leonia lived in that period, the mysterious ways of Providence.
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MISTRESS
AND SUPERIOR
Relying on divine protection,
she accepted as God’s will
the position of superior of
the Pontecorvo’s community,
which was conferred upon her
in 1946.
In that new residence, she
founded an orphanage for boy orphans of war. She created the table
of the poor and in partnership with a pharmaceutical company and she
opened a small laboratory to ensure the well being of the community.
She also helped the cloistered sisters and seminarians.
However, something, would leave Mother Leonia’s restlessness. She
felt that Jesus still asked something else of her, that was to go and
evangelize. Jesus told her that He was thirsty of souls. She asked herself,
how she could answer to this call of the Divine Master? Throughout
the time, she realized that she was not alone. Other religious felt the
same missionary restlessness. In the Holy Year of 1950, she received
confirmation from the Church. Pope Pius XII called on the religious to
evangelize Latin America.
So, when one of the novices asked her to write to her Franciscan uncle,
who was also a missionary in Brazil. Mother Leonia suggested her to
ask her uncle if he needs missionaries. The response of Fra Valentine
clear and précised. He said that he is urgently waited for the sisters in
the City of Matão, São Paulo.
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MISSIONARY IN BRAZIL
The first missionaries arrived in Brazil on the 19th of December
1952. A few months later, along with Mother Leonia, the Institute
sent a second group, to strengthen the mission and to open new
communities. But while Mother Leonia was in Brazil, the election of
a new government of the order took place in Italy. The new leadership
did not approve the missionary activities across the frontiers, as well
as the role of Mother Leonia.
Even before she returned to Italy, the new general government dismissed
her from the position of superior of the community and her formation
ministry was under the tight control of the general superior. To avoid
damaging the formands and respecting the decision of the government,
Mother Leonia resigned from her task as formator. The superiors sent
her to a small community, to a remote town, Bagnoli Irpino.

MEMORY OF A JOURNEY

Tired and morally shaken, she
asked the superiors for a time of
rest with her family in order to
see her elderly parents, before
assuming the new mission. The
hostile environment, criticism
and slander caused her of a
painful martyrdom. Humbly
she sought advice from her
spiritual director and decided,
along with Mother Tarcisia,
to request the intervention of the Holy See.
With diplomacy, the Apostolic Visitor led Mother Leonia to face all
the consequences of the latest happenings of the Institute. He made
her burn all documents proving her innocence and obedience to the
superiors. Focused on the malice of the community in the request for
the Holy See’s intervention, he demanded, as proof of her love for
the Institute, to publicly ask forgiveness to all the sisters gathered
in the chapel from the entire region of Naples, who were summoned
for this purpose.
With the power of grace, she complied with heroism all the
determinations of the Apostolic Visitor. Then, she was moved to
Torre Annunziata, another small town, close to Naples, where the
superior had been one of her novices. With no much explanation, a
few months later, the visitor informed her of her transfer to Brazil,
as the Delegate superior of the mission. In the company of Mother
Teresina Costanzo, Mother Leonia landed at the port of Santos and
from there went to Matão in June 1954.
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IN-CHARGE
OF THE MISSION
In the land of Santa Cruz,
she offered the past in God’s
hands and dedicated herself
entirely to help the sisters
and to enhance the mission.
She would courageously face
the economic difficulties, the
challenges of the new culture,
of the land she loved as her own. She visited the families bringing
them her friendly words and devoted special attention to vocation
and formands. She felt fulfilled in sharing in the pain of brethren,
wiping tears of homeless children, supported the elderly homeless; she
witnessed to all, the Gospel of love and joy. In her constant traveling,
she visited the communities, assuming with the sisters, the household
chores, the occupations in different institutions and participated in
pastoral activities. She was the pilgrim of the Gospel and fraternal love.
On the other hand the mission in Brazil was developing with dynamism.
But in the superior’s eyes one still could see distrust and indifference
towards the mission. The request for new foundations, the acceptance
of black candidates and donations which will help stabilize the order in
Brazil were all denied and finally came the determination of returning
of some sisters be back to Italy. In that particular circumstance, Mother
Leonia had two encounters that defined the horizons of the mission. The
first was with Father Geraldo Fernandes, future bishop of Londrina.
The second with Cardinal Valerio Valerí, who came from Rome to
preside the Congress of Religious in Brazil. The cardinal heard the
report of Mother Leonia and told her not to send the sisters back to
Italy, before a second order arrived and he ordered Msgr. Geraldo
Fernandes, the apostolic nuncio in Brazil to accompany and help
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Mother Leonia and her sisters.
During that period of crisis and suffering, Mother Leonia supported
by the Church, intensified her prayer and meditation and sought help
from priests and bishops to discern and understand God’s plan for her
and for the mission. In late 1956, she made a decision: to separate
from the Institute, in order to dedicate herself totally to the mission
that God entrusted to her, that was proclaiming the Gospel and serving
the poorest of the poor.
THE MISSIONARY OF THE
FIVE CONTINENTS
Supportive and confident that
was God’s will, all the sisters
spontaneously expressed their
desire to remain with Mother
Leonia and together pursue
holiness, by serving the Church
and the poor. Msgr. Geraldo
Fernandes welcomed her in the Archdiocese of Londrina and together,
in March 1958, founded the Congregation of the Missionary Sisters
of St. Anthony Mary Claret.
From Londrina the Congregation expanded to all five continents. In 1965
and in succeeding years, it was the turn of Europe: Italy, Switzerland,
France and Germany. In 1969, it reached Ivory Coast, Africa; in 1967,
the Brazilian Northeast and in 1973, the Centre-east. In all those places
Mother Leonia did not only opened the communities, but many times
she visited her spiritual daughters and the people under her care. The
vigour of the Congregation made her dream of new foundations in the
Amazon and in India, but unfortunately, it did not reach there.
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PROFILE OF THE SERVANT OF GOD
(Taken from her spiritual writings)

In the first three months of 1980,
she went with the sisters to the
foundations in Argentina and
took the opportunity to visit
Chile, a place of the future
expansion in Latin America.
Back to Londrina, she prepared
her trip to Australia and Europe,
but God had another destination
for her. The angel of sacrifice
met her on the way in vicinity of Cambé City, on the 22nd of July,
1980, when in a car crash she returned to the Father’s house.
Her spiritual writings, as generous sap, nourish the life of the
Congregation and of every sister and formands of laymen and women
of the Claretian Institute, and the secular Institute of the Claretian
Ecclesial fraternity, friends and devotees. On the 19th of March,
1998 her process of beatification and canonization was introduced
in the Archdiocese of Londrina. The work of the diocesan phase was
completed in 2003, when the Roman stage started. The Servant of
God, Mother Leonia became the intercessor for many. Her writings
and prayers continue witnessing to us that holiness is nothing else but
love, love of God that invites us to enter into communion with Him
and love for our neighbors.

WHO AM I?
A soul, chosen for a higher love: to be a missionary of Christ the Redeemer.
WHAT IS MY EXISTENCE?
With the enlightened desire of grace, I decided to belong only to God and
nobody else. Thus my existence is grounded in the absolute trust in God. God
alone is enough for me!
WHAT IS MY VOCATION?
God called me to work in the Church in total self-oblation, so as to become a
spiritual mother. My task is to consecrate myself to love and help everyone,
with a universal love; but particularly the poorest of the poor, the humble
and needy, the neglected and abandoned on the roads of the world - to live
and to practice the works of mercy.

Sister Terezinha Almeida MC
Postulator
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PROFILE OF THE SERVANT OF GOD
(Taken from her spiritual writings)

WHAT IS MY WISH?
That is nothing else but what God wants. Out of God’s will, there is nothing
that attracts me; there is nothing that interests me.
WHAT IS MY IDEAL?
I want to live and teach charity. “Where there is charity and love, God is
there. From charity originates goodness, joy, peace and complete happiness.“
WHAT DO I HOPE FOR?
I hope to welcome my sister death calmly and conform myself to the holy
will of God. I want to be watchful and always be prepared to depart, when,
where and how the Lord sees it fit.

A WOMAN…
A DREAM…
A REALITY IN THE FOOTSTEPS
OF MOTHER LEONIA
IN ASIA
AND
OCEANIA!

WHAT IS MY INHERITANCE?
The inheritance I leave at the time of my farewell to those who remain is
a reminder of what most matters in life: intimate union with the crucified
Christ, love and zeal for the brothers and sisters.
God, only God and nothing else!
Ivory Coast, 1974
Mother Leonia, Missionary
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POEMS AND PRAYER
The three best known poems
of Mother Leonia: Act of
humble abandonment, Remain
with me Lord and Peace also
depends on you, are authentic
testimony of her awareness
of being a human creature;
from that originated her total
reliance on the kindness and
tenderness of God.
From that love and abandonment originated her inner strength, vigour
and dynamism for the service of the Kingdom.

ACT OF HUMBLE ABANDONMENT
My God and Lord, here I am before you.
Poor, small and without anything.
I am nothing, have nothing and I own nothing.
But I’m here at your feet,
alone, annihilated in my nothing.
I would like to have something to offer you,
but I am and have nothing but misery.
But you are my everything,
you are my only wealth.
My God, I thank you
for having given me the gift of understanding
that I am nothing before you.
I feel that this humiliates me,
However, I love these humiliations.
My God, be blessed when you test me;
blessed are you, when it seems you abandon me;
blessed are you, because you treat me
as I deserve...
you are so good of accepting me before you.
however, do not take from me the desire
to be at your feet,
just to look at you, to worship you
and to show you my miseries.
Deal with me as you wish,
but do not deny me your love and your
forgiveness.
Make me always be ready
and prepared for your call. Amen!
Leonia confident
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IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MOTHER LEONIA IN ASIA AND OCEANIA

STAY WITH ME LORD
Stay with me, Lord,
your presence is necessary
for I will never forget you, my Lord.
Stay with me, Lord, I am weak
and need your strength,
To avoid distrust to overcome me...
Stay with me, Lord,
only you are my life.
Stay with me, Lord,
you are my guide and without you
I might get lost at every step.
Stay with me, Lord,
to show me always your will.
Stay with me, Lord,
so that I may hear your voice
and follow it with constant love.
Stay with me, Lord,
my soul ardently desires to
be for you a place of consolation...
Stay with me, Lord,
night is coming; the day of my life is declining
and the judgement and eternity is approaching.
I am afraid to fail
throughout my long and painful journey...
O my Jesus how much do I need you!
Only you can understand me!
Stay with me, Lord,
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IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MOTHER LEONIA IN ASIA AND OCEANIA

So that evening will not be transformed into
night to me.
That I may recognize you,
as the Disciples of Emmaus, at the breaking
of the bread.
May the Eucharistic union with you,
be for me, light which disperses
darkness,
strength of my weakness, serenity in my
afflictions...
Stay with me, Lord,
when the time of my death arrives,
I wish it to find me united to you,
at least in grace and love,
if I would not have the great fortune,
of having desired and received you in
the Holy Communion.
Stay with me, Lord,
and give me your continuous and
mysterious presence,
I do not deserve, but you are merciful.
Stay with me, Lord,
I desire to seek you and possess only
your love,
I wish to be always in your sweet heart.
I do not ask for anything else, I do not
want any other reward,
but the gift of your infinite love until
eternity
Guarulhos, 8th March 1978
Madre Leonia Milito MC
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PEACE DEPENDS ON YOU ALSO
Jesus came on earth to do good.
He did not stop in his work of charity,
just because the Pharisees and others hated him
and tried to paralyse the work of his Father
He continued to do well.
Our works of love are works of peace!
Let us perform them with utmost love and efficiency,
each one in her own daily work,
in our houses around us.
It’s always the same Christ who says:
I was hungry, but not of food,
but of peace which springs from a pure heart

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MOTHER LEONIA IN ASIA AND OCEANIA

I was thirsty, but not of water,
but of peace that quenches the
burning thirst
of passion for war
He was naked, but not of clothes,
but of that wonderful dignity
of man and woman for their bodies.
I was homeless, not of shelter made
of material things
but of a heart that understands,
that loves and forgives.
Let’s do this for Christ in the person
of our neighbour.
Wherever we are, we must spread
the peace of God,
and bring Christ to all nations.
Let us implant, with a smile upon our
lips,
his reign of love.
Peace is courage and wisdom, it is duty,
It is interest, it is happiness.
First of all let’s seek peace of
conscience.
We will find peace
By living the Word and the example
of Christ, our divine master.
Peace depends on each one of us!
Mother Leonia Milito
1974
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IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MOTHER LEONIA IN ASIA AND OCEANIA

PRAYER OF THE MISSIONARY
FAMILY
Lord, our Father, we as family are
gathered here to express our piety.
Turn your glance of kindness on us
all. Grant us to give our contribution
of love, dedication and service to
build our community, like a portion
of heaven.
Lord, we consecrate to you every day
of our lives and place the gifts you
bestowed upon us at your disposal. Amen
Mother Leonia Milito, January 31, 1976

PRAYER IN TIMES OF SUFFERING
Lord, I do not ask you to free me from suffering, but I need your help in this
moment of sorrow. I do not ask you to free me from fear, but make me a friend
of suffering. I do not ask you protection, but courage to face life and death.
Lord, I do not ask you mercy for me, but I ask patience, hope and light to
illuminate my path. I do not ask you wisdom, but ask you to increase my faith.
I do not ask you strength for tomorrow, but I wish, with all my heart, to be
intimately united with you, so as to face in your company today, tomorrow
and always the challenges of life.
Do not be far away from me, Lord. Abide in me and with me forever! Amen
Mother Leonia Milito - Lent 1979
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IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MOTHER LEONIA IN ASIA AND OCEANIA

PRAYER OF TRUST
Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, inexhaustible source of endless graces you said:
“Knock and it shall be open, ask and you shall receive,” we trust in you, to you
we plead, hear us. We want, o Eucharistic Heart of Jesus that all of us may be
clothed with authentic apostolic and missionary spirit and work within the Church,
for our sanctification and the advent of your Kingdom of love.
Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, confident we repeat: we trust in you, we trust in you;
we hope in you, hear us. (Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be)
Mother Leonia Milito, Dec. 1978

PRAYER TO THE IMMACULATE
HEART OF MARY
Immaculate Heart of the Virgin Mary my
Mother, preserve in me a heart of a child,
pure and transparent as a spring of water.
Obtain for me a simple heart, which does
not dwell in sadness. A heart that is large
in giving and tender in compassion, a loyal
and generous heart that does not forget any
good and does not keep grudge of any harm.
Give me a tender and humble heart, who
loves without expecting equivalence, a heart
hungry for God’s glory, wounded by his love
and whose wound heals only in heaven.
O Immaculate Heart of Mary, show us you are
our Mother; Bless our parish, our archdiocese,
our families, religious congregations and the

whole Church. Make us saints. Amen
							Mother Leonia Milito
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PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
Our Father who art in heaven, that your name may be blessed, give us missionary
vocations.
So that labourers may never be lacking in your vineyard, and we may be apostles
of goodness, give us holy vocations. Help us to fight all evil and spread the gospel
of peace and love. Grant us, O Lord, holy and determined vocations. Amen

ACT OF ADORATION

Mother Leonia Milito - 1980

Lord, the day has ended and I come to meet you. I do not see you, but I know you are
here. I am your creature; from my nothing I adore you! You are my all. On your altar I
place my actions.
I present to you the people I met today, the whole world that exists: the beauty and goodness
I admired and experienced today; that everything united with me may adore you. Amen
Mother Leonia Milito - 1979

JUBILEE AND THE CAUSE OF BEATIFICATION

THE BEATITUDES
IN THE LIFE OF THE
SERVANT OF GOD
In this first decade of the Cause for
the Beatification and Canonization of
Mother Leonia, we remember the words
of Msgr. Geraldo Fernandes who, as
Archbishop of Londrina, proclaimed
the sanctity of Mother Leonia.
“Allow me to apply to Mother Leonia
this text of the Gospel (Mt 5:3-12). (...)
Our Lord does not promise happiness
to his children only after death. He,
as good Father also promised us an
earthly happiness.

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT
Com e, Holy Spirit. Free us from all inordinate attachm ent to earthly things and
give us a taste for the heavenly ones.
Come, Spirit of wisdom, counsel, intelligence, fortitude,
knowledge, piety and holy fear of God and make us welcome
the spiritual gifts. Inhabit our soul and enliven our actions.
Teach us to pray so that we may be children of the Father,
followers of Christ our Saviour.
Convey us the fire of your love in our hearts, in our mouths, in
our eyes and in our hands. Lord pour out your Spirit on those
who believe in you, on those who
doubt you, on those who love you and
those that are lonely. Amen
Mother Leonia Milito - 6/3/75)
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“Blessed are the poor for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed Mother Leonia, poor and detached from everything; she
just made a spiritual testament because she possessed absolutely
no earthly goods to leave to her daughters. She left us her soul, her
example, her virtue, her holiness.
Blessed Mother Leonia she was poor in spirit and in her heart.
“Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.
We all know that Mother Leonia spite the name of Leonia was the
personified kindness. Mother Leonia reached to possess the world...
Blessed Mother Leonia, with her kindness and gentleness, she conquered
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the world, especially the world of the poor and the abandoned.
“Blessed are they who mourn for they shall be comforted.
I am witness of the pain and tears that Mother Leonia shed
throughout this long life of 23 years in front of the
Congregation, which was like a piece of her own
soul...
Blessed Mother because Leonia, shed tears
from her eyes and spirit, but she has already
been comforted by the Father.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness, that is, those who
have this great desire for holiness and
perfection they will be satisfied, they
will reach this perfection.
Blessed Mother Leonia because she had
this hunger and thirst for justice, love of
God, dedication to others, and to holiness.
“Blessed are those whose hearts are merciful
for they shall obtain mercy.
Mercy is the highest form of love. Loving someone
because this someone needs us, to love someone because
he is weak because he is sinful, because he is an abandoned
child, he is an elderly rejected by society, he is an exception that
nobody wants, he is a patient, perhaps abandoned by all.
Blessed Mother Leonia, she already obtained the mercy of the Father,
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because she was compassionate, opening worldwide, nearly one
hundred institutions of charity of the most varied kind.
“Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.
Whoever knew Mother Leonia closely as I and all her
daughters knew her, we knew she was of a rare purity,
hard to find; ... she was an angel of purity. I even
avoided an autopsy being done on her body, so
that her virginal body would not be touched
by profane hands.
Blessed Mother Leonia, was so pure that
she already enjoys the vision of God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers for theirs
is the kingdom heaven.
Mother Leonia spent her entire life
bringing peace everywhere: peace to the
poor, to the sick, to her daughters, to her
communities, worldwide.
Blessed Mother Leonia because having
followed the way of peace taught by Christ,
she was an angel of peace here on earth.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted because in
the kingdom of heaven they shall be called children
of God.
Blessed Mother Leonia, because she worried about her own
sanctification, with the sanctification of her daughters, with doing
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good, with piety, prayer, sanctification of the many souls entrusted
to her and many times suffering in her heart ... hers is the kingdom
of heaven.
“From a sacred text of the Gospel it says: “Blessed are you all
who follow these beatitudes, because your name is already written
in the book of life.
We have no doubt, the Lord called her to himself. Learn to read the
beatitudes (...) following the steps in the life of our dear and holy
Mother”
+ Geraldo Fernandes
Homily of the 7th day Mass
July de 1980

JUBILEE AND THE CAUSE OF BEATIFICATION

GRATITUDE TO MOTHER LEONIA
Dear Mother Leonia,
I call you Mother because I grew up next to you,
you showed me the source where you drunk from;
you taught me to seek the source of this living water
flowing from the side of Christ.
I call you Mother because you generated this
Congregation all for Jesus and for his Kingdom, I
saw your self-offering, dedication and love for Christ
who was and is expressed in the poor.
Mothers know how to do this, especially those who generate as Mary did, the
living Christ who springs from the Word, within the reality you lived and left to
us the interpretation, to seek new forms, new tracks and faces to find the poorer
of the poor. We say Mother Leonia, we do not know how to care for them; they
are in the thousands, but with your example and united with each other, as you
taught us, we will find answers to soften the sorrows of this fallen humanity.
For all these, I thank God for having chosen you. I thank you for having accepted
to be the instrument of God to found this enterprise. Today we continue, because
you always said: this is the work of God and of the Church.
I praise and bless the Lord for the wonders your daughters are doing over the
five continents; it is your hand which extends to the brothers and sisters. It is
your heart that beats to reveal God’s mercy for his children.
I thank and bless you for the 53 years of history we have celebrated together,
thanks to your audacity, courage and testimony. I praise and thank God for the
legacy you left us, through the Eucharist, Mary, prayer and love for the brethren.
Help us to live in unity, to be saintly even if it costs us our own blood. May we
tread the same path of light and love as Claretians, your beloved daughters.
Sr. Elza Domingues, MC
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STAGES OF PROCEDURE
OF BEATIFICATION AND
CANONIZATION
OF THE SERVANT OF GOD
MOTHER LEONA
DIOCESAN PHASE
22/8/1997

Nomination of the postulator

25/8/1997
		
		

Request of the Archbishop Albano Cavallin, 			
to begin the Cause of beatification and 				
canonization of Mother Leonia.

11/9/1997
		

Nomination of the Vice-		
postulator and censors
- Organization and preparation
of the first public meeting of the
Ecclesiastical Tribunal

19/3/1998
		
		

Introduction of the cause of
beatification 			
in the cathedral of Londrina.

31/3/1998
		

Mother Leonia is declared
Servant of God.

11/9/1998
		

Mass and solemn session of
initiation of the process

22/11/1999
		

Request to Cardinal Camillo Ruini, to realize the rogatorial
process in Rome
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10/07/2001
		
		

Rogatorial process
entrusted to the 		
vice-postulator

18/10/2003
		
		
		

Thanksgiving 		
Mass and closing
ceremony of the
diocesan phase.

ROMAN PHASE
27/10/2003

Diocesan process entrusted to the Congregation of Saints

30/10/2003

Opening Decree of the procedural acts

10/11/2003
		

Solemn session of the opening of seals, presided by Cardinal
Martins Giuseppe Saraiva
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16/1/2004

Decree of Approval of the Diocesan Process.

13/2/2004
		
		

Nomination of Father Cristoforo Bove, as 			
Relater of the Cause of Beatification of 				
the Servant of God Mother Leonia.

28/2/2004
		
		

Guidelines and schemes then Summarium 			
and documented biography of the Servant 			
of God

6/4/2005
		

Transference of the Postulator to the 				
community of the Provincial Seat - Rome

12/13/2005
		
		

Review of the Summarium of the deposition 			
and beginning of the Summarium of the 				
writings

5/7/2006

The Summarium is entrusted to the Sisters

31/7/2007
		

Golden Jubilee of the arrival of Mother 				
Leonia in Londrina

10/3/2008

Conclusion of the first part of the biography

To the beloved brethren, friends and
devotees of the Servant of God Mother
Leonia our sincere thanks, for the journey
we are taking together! May we continue
to proceed together, asking the Lord to
grant us the grace of recognition of the
miracle so together we may celebrate the
feast of the beatification.
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If someone receives graces through the intercession of the Servant of God Mother
Leonia please inform us by writing to the following addresses:
- Postulation of the Missionaries of St. Antonio M. Claret
Viale delle Mura Gianicolensi, 98
00152 - Rome - Italy
or
- Delegation of Mother Leonia Milito
166, Maginhawah St. Sikatuna Village
Quezon City 1101 - PHILIPPINES
or
- Claretian Missionary Centre
P.O. Box 1046
22 Melton Crescent
Lalor Vic 3075 - AUSTRALIA
or
- Claretian Missionary Sisters
Ward No – IV, House No 47
Koonammavu. P.O
Ernakulam. Dist. - Kerala - INDIA
or
Missionary Sisters of St. Anthony M. Claret
St. Theodorus Parish
Weluli - Atambua NTT - INDONESIA
or
Missionary Sister of St. Anthony Mary Claret
Av. Madre Leonia Milito, 575
Cx. P. 287
CEP 86.001-970
Londrina PR - BRASIL
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